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For this class, I produced 7 sample cords using the same .2mm yarn but different techniques:
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Lucet
Four-strand 
Plaiting

Tubular Tablet 
Weaving

Fingerloop 
Braiding

Takeup Less material; no 
waste.

Least amount of 
material; no waste.

64% more material  
than lucet; waste 
varies. §

40% more material 
than lucet, minimal 
waste.

Elasticity Stretchy. Not stretchy. Not stretchy. Not stretchy.

Speed Fastest. 2x lucet. 8x lucet. 2x lucet.

Planning Infinite length. Length planned in 
advance, limited 
unless using 
bobbins.

Length planned in 
advance, not limited.

Length planned in 
advance, limited by 
braider's size unless 
you have assistance.

Tools Small tools / hand 
movements (can 
do in court).

No tools unless 
using bobbins, must 
have tie-on anchor, 
small movements.

Requires tablets, 
shuttle & tensioning, 
portable on loom but 
needs table surface.

No tools needed, 
must have tie-on 
anchor, large arm / 
body motions.

Patterning Patterning 
includes some 
color variations.

Patterning includes 
spiraling / striping 
or speckling.

Patterning: spiral vs. 
not, colors, # of 
threads.

Infinite(!) 
patterning: shape, 
colors, # of loops

Size Cord size depends 
on fiber size. 
1.3mm (loom) / 
1.7mm (manual).

Cord size affected 
by fiber size & # of 
threads per strand. 
1.3 (single) / 2.1mm 
(double).

Cord size affected by 
fiber size & # of 
threads used. 2.1mm.

Cord size affected 
by fiber size & by 
braiding pattern. 
2.1mm. ∞

Pausable Easy to stop & 
restart.

Relatively easy to 
set down & pick up 
again.

Relatively easy to set 
down & pick up 
again.

Hard to put down.

Mistakes Easy to fix 
mistakes / put 
back on lucet.

Mistakes can be 
unplaited.

Mistakes can be 
unwoven unless fiber 
is too sticky.

DO NOT LOSE 
YOUR PLACE 
AIGH!!

Period 
Evidence

Documented 
pre-1300, 
post-1600. ‡

Skjoldehamn hood 
(~1000AD) uses 4-
strand plaiting. £

Well attested 
archaeologically.

Most popular 
1200-1500 England 
& Europe, 14th C 
MS.

How-To MANY tutorials 
available online.

URL below. º URLs below. • fingerloop.org

http://fingerloop.org
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§ tablet weaving waste varies by card size & amount of twist introduced (fishing swivels 
reduce twist w/ minimal waste increase, circular warp w/ S/Z alternating cards reduces twist 
as does 2F2B card turning)

∞ eg, can make 2 tiny braids using 5-loop technique instead of 1 larger one, use more loops.

‡ lucet archaeological evidence:   Archeological sources include:
• Evidence for Lucets and Lucet Braiding in Early Medieval Britain and Scandinavia. https://
halldorviking.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/lucets-in-em.pdf
• Arthur MacGregor's _Anglo-Scandinavian Finds from Lloyds Bank, Pavement, and Other Sites_, 
The Archaeology of York vol. 17, fascicule 3 (York: York Archaeological Trust, 1982), pp. 95-96.
• Arthur MacGregor's _Bone Antler Ivory & Horn: The Technology of Skeletal Materials since the 
Roman Period_ (London/Totowa NJ: Croom Helm/Barnes & Noble, 1985), see pp. 192-193. (see 
also Graham-Campbell 1980).  (Margeson in Coad and Streeter 1982), (Huggins 1976; see Figure 
93d) (Trimpe-Burger 1966). 
• J.G. Coad and A.D.F. Streeter, "Excavations at Castle Acre Castle, Norfolk, 1972-1977," 
_Archaeological Journal_ 139 (1982), pp. 138-301. 

£ bobbins are not attested to Viking era. Depicted in late/post period (1640) art, such as Guido 
Reni’s "Education of the Virgin".

º http://www.ceilingpress.com/Resources/Nye%20tanker%20om%20Skjoldehamnfunnet.pdf

• https://sites.google.com/site/elenasthreads/card-weaving/tubular-tablet-weaving, 
http://www.silkewerk.com/tabletweaving/tubular.html (spiral)

Lucet
• 12’ yielded 21" (22.5” stretched) lucet cord w/ 4" of tails (combined), <10 minutes on loom.
• 8' manual lucet yielded 9.5" (10” stretched) w/ 6.5" of tails, ~1/2 hr.  (extrapolate 16.5' for 21").

Four-strand Plaiting (could be "whipcording" if you use bobbins)
• 8.67’ 4-strand plait yielded 20" cord plus 2" tail using single strand, <1 hour.
• 12.25' double-stranded 4-plait yielded 13" with no significant tail in half an hour.

Tubular Tablet Weaving
• 18' warp on 4 2-hole tablets, 4' weft, ~4 hours!!! yielded 17" spiral tubular cord w/ a 4" tail. 
• 42 2/3' on 4 2-hole tablets, 8.75’ weft, ~6? hours, yielded 56" of  2F/2B cord, 16" tails.

Fingerloop Braiding 
• 23’ yielded 21" fingerloop braiding (5-loop square), ~1 hour.

http://www.ceilingpress.com/Resources/Nye%20tanker%20om%20Skjoldehamnfunnet.pdf

